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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment file on March 31, 2006 has been considered. Claims 1-28 have 
been cancelled. Claims 29-34 have been added. The currently pending claims 
considered below are Claims 29-34. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claims 31 and 33 objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 31 and 
33 recite "indentification" (claim 31, line 6 and claim 33, line 23); the Examiner notes 
the misspelling and interprets the claimed limitation as "identification." Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 32 recites in the preamble "an electronic coupon issuing 
system according to claim 31"; however, Claim 31 is a credit card settlement system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
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(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 29-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mankoff 
(US 2003/0028518). 

Claim 29: Mankoff discloses a credit card settlement system comprising: 

a. electronic coupon registration means for registering electronic coupons 
associated with identification information on a credit card (page 5, parag 45 
and pages 6-7, parag. 53-54); 

b. reception means for receiving from a credit card terminal, credit card 
settlement information including the identification information on the credit 
card (page 3, parag. 28-30); 

c. electronic coupon search means for searching the electronic coupons 
registered by the electronic coupon registration means for electronic coupons 
that are useable in connection with the identification information on the credit 
card (page 4-5, parag. 41); 

d. electronic coupon availability determination means for determining whether 
any of the electronic coupons searched by the electronic coupon search 
means is or is not available for credit card settlement by means of the credit 
card settlement information (page 3, parag. 28-30 and page 4-5, parag. 41); 

e. electronic coupon determination means for determining whether an electronic 
coupon determined to be available for credit card settlement by the electronic 
coupon availability determination means is or is not for a discount (page 3, 
parag. 28-30); 

f. discount means for giving a discount on a price for the credit card settlement 
when the electronic coupon is determined to be for a discount by the 
electronic coupon determination means (page 3, parag. 28-30); and 

g. license request transmission means for transmitting to a credit card 
settlement center a license request for the credit card settlement reflecting 
the price discounted by the discount means (page 3, parag. 28-30). 
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Claim 30: Mankoff discloses a credit card settlement system according to claim 29; 
wherein the electronic coupon registration means comprises at least one of a mobile 
telephone, a computer connected to a network, and a digital broadcast reception 
terminal (page 3, parag. 28-30). 

Claim 31: Mankoff discloses a credit card settlement system according to claim 29; 
further comprising an electronic coupon server 

a. having a database for storing the electronic coupons (page 3, parag. 28-30), 

b. receiving a request for acquisition of an electronic coupon from the electronic 
coupon registration means (page 3, parag. 28-30; page 3, parag. 28-30 and 
page 4-5, parag. 41), and 

c. storing the identification information on the credit card in correlation with the 
electronic coupon (page 3, parag. 28-30 and page 4, parag. 38-40). 

Claim 32: Mankoff discloses an electronic coupon issuing system according to claim 31 ; 
wherein the electronic coupon server accumulates the search results of searches 
performed by the electronic coupon search means and accumulates electronic coupon 
usage information (page 4, parag. 38-40). 

Claim 33: Mankoff discloses a credit card settlement system comprising: 

a. a credit card terminal for reading identification information on a credit card 
used in a credit card settlement (page 3, parag. 28-30); 

b. an electronic coupon server for storing information on electronic coupons 
associated with the identification information on the credit card (page 3, 
parag. 28-30); and 

c. a credit card settlement center for 

i. transmitting to and receiving from a credit card company's server 
information on the credit card settlement (page 3, parag. 28-30 and page 
4, parag. 36), 

ii. receiving from the credit card terminal credit card settlement 
information including the identification information on the credit card 
(page 3, parag. 28-30 and page 4, parag. 35), and 
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iii. requesting the electronic coupon server to search for the electronic 
coupon associated with the identification information on the credit card; 

1. wherein the credit card settlement center comprises credit card 
settlement information reception means for receiving from the credit 
card terminal the credit card settlement information including the 
identification information on the credit card and registration 
information registered in advance in the credit card terminal, 
electronic coupon search condition transmission means for 
transmitting to the electronic coupon server the received 
identification information on the credit card and the registration 
information, electronic coupon search result reception means for 
receiving from the electronic coupon server the result information on 
the search for whether there is or is not an electronic coupon 
available for the credit card settlement and for a discount, and 
electronic coupon information transmission means for transmitting to 
the credit card terminal the information of the electronic coupon 
when the received result information on the search shows there is 
an electronic coupon available for the credit card settlement and for 
a discount (page 3, parag. 28-30; page 4-5, parag. 35, 38, 40 and 

. 41); 

2. wherein the electronic coupon server comprises electronic 
coupon registration means for registering the electronic coupons 
associated with the identification information on the credit card, 
electronic coupon search condition reception means for receiving 
from the credit card settlement center the identification information 
on the credit card and the registration information, electronic coupon 
search means for searching for whether there is or is not a 
electronic coupon available for the credit card settlement in the 
electronic coupons registered by the electronic coupon registration 
means, electronic coupon availability determination means for 
determining whether the electronic coupon is or is not for a discount, 
when there is an electronic coupon available for the credit card 
settlement as a result of the search by the electronic coupon search 
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means, and electronic coupon search result transmission means for 
transmitting to the credit card settlement center the information on 
the electronic coupon, when the available electronic coupon is for a 
discount as a result of the determination by the electronic coupon 
availability determination means (page 3, parag. 28-30; page 4-5, 
parag. 35, 38, 40 and 41); and 

3. wherein the credit card terminal comprises reading means for 
reading the identification information on the credit card, credit card 
settlement information transmission means for transmitting to the 
credit card settlement center the credit card settlement information 
including the read identification information and the registration 
information, electronic coupon information reception means for 
receiving from the credit card settlement center the information on 
the electronic coupon available for the credit card settlement and for 
a discount, credit card settlement information recreation means for 
recreating the credit card settlement information reflecting the price 
discounted based on the information on the received electronic 
coupon, and discounted credit card settlement information 
transmission means for transmitting to the credit card settlement 
center the recreated credit card settlement information to request a 
license for the credit card settlement (page 3, parag. 28-30; page 4- 
5, parag. 35, 38, 40 and 41). 

Claim 34: Mankoff discloses a credit card settlement system according to claim 29; 
wherein the electronic coupon registration means comprises at least one of a mobile 
telephone, a computer connected to a network, and a digital broadcast reception 
terminal (page 3, parag. 28-30). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-34 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri V. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6965. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas McGinty can be reached on (571) 272-1029 and Eric Stamber can 
be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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